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Erie Township 
Erie, MI 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
July 21, 2026 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 

Tad Norts called to order the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting on Tuesday, July 21, 
2026 at 4:00 p.m. at the Erie Township Hall, 2065 Erie Rd., Erie Michigan. 
 

B. ROLL CALL 
Tad Norts present 
Cheryl Martin present 
Dan Bogart present 
Steve Mishka present 
 
Also present:  Mike Demski and Recording Secretary Kimberly Cousino. 

 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 

D. RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

1. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Tad Norts nominated himself to continue serving as chairman, supported by Steve 
Mishka to appoint Tad Norts as chairman. Motion carried.  
 
Tad Norts moved, supported by Dan Bogart to appoint Steve Mishka as vice 
chairman. Steve Mishka accepted the appointment. Motion carried.  
 
Tad Norts moved, supported by Steve Mishka to appoint Cheryl Martin as secretary. 
Cheryl Martin accepted the nomination. Motion carried.  
 
Tad Norts moved, supported by Dan Bogart to appoint Kimberly Cousino as the 
recording secretary for the zoning board of appeals. Kimberly Cousino accepted the 
appointment. Motion carried.  
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 1, 2024 
Steve Mishka moved, supported by Cheryl Martin to approve the minutes as presented 
for the October 1, 2024 meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF REVENUE AND EXPENSE REPORT  



ERIE TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
JULY 21, 2026 

PAGE # 2 
 

Steve Mishka moved, supported by Tad Norts to approve and place on file the 
revenue and expense report as presented. Motion carried.   

  
E. CORRESPONDENCE 

Steve Mishka moved, supported by Tad Norts to accept and place on file 
correspondence from Gregory Bixler regarding his variance request for parcel 58-05-
205-030-00. Motion carried.   

 
F. BUSINESS 
Appeal number 26-205-030-00 by Gregory Bixler, 3712 Elmwood St., Erie MI, who is requesting a 
variance from Erie Township Zoning Ordinance #117, as amended: Article 20, General Provisions, 
Section 20.06, Accessory Uses, Buildings, and Structures, Item (C) Placement, to construct/move an 
accessory building or Garage with less than the required setback of 10 feet from a new (proposed) 
dwelling. The required setback by ordinance is ten (10) feet and the proposed setback would be four 
(4) five (5) feet from the dwelling.  The applicant is proposing to split the current parcel and to construct 
a new home with the reduction in setback from the garage.  

 
The property is identified as: 
Parcel Number 58-05-205-030-00 (to be split) in the R-3–High Density Residential district. 
Property Address (tentative) 3710 Elmwood St. – Between Edgewater and Peninsula  
 
One neighboring property owner was present and voice his support of Gregor Bixler’s request.  
 
Mr. Bixler stated his request is now for a five (5) foot variance instead of four (4), his claimed 
hardship is that he plans to split his property and create a new parcel with a tentative address 
of 3710 Elmwood St., a new home will be constructed with a new septic and well system, the 
garage will be moved to the future parcel, after siting the home, septic, and well, there is only a 
five (5) foot variance left between the garage and future home. Mr. Bixler agrees to install a 
firewall.   
 
Discussion was held.  
 
Cheryl Martin moved, supported by Steve Mishka, with the facts provided to approve the 
variance request as submitted with five (5) foot setback and the installation of a firewall. Roll 
called; Tad Norts – yes, Steve Mishka – yes, Cheryl Martin – yes, Dan Bogart – yes. Motion 
carried, the appeal is granted.  

 
G. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None.  
 

H. SCHEDULE MEETING TO APPROVE MINUTES  
The next meeting will be July 28, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. 
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I. ADJOURNMENT 

Tad Norts moved, supported by Cheryl Martin to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 4:16 
p.m. 
 
 
Kimberly Cousino 
Recording Secretary 
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